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Using WWW for a Research Method Course in Social Studies
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Abstract: This paper discusses the use of WWW (World Wide Web) to create experiential learning environment in one of the undergraduate
research method courses in an interdisciplinary department of Intercultural Communication. Based on the experiential learning model
proposed by Kolb (1984), the course was designed to incorporate hands-on classes on HTML basics and the students’ own research projects.
The characteristics of the course design can be summarized as follows. (1) WWW can be used to elaborate (and to have students
experience) the nature of social scientific research as dynamic, on-going, ever-changing, and continuou$ process’. (2) WWW can be
utilized to stimulate and motivate students’ research projects. By having students upload their assignments as web pages, they could
mutually refer to other on-going projects. (3) WWW enabled the students rapid and constant shuttling back and forth between authoring

(writing) and browsing (reading), and thus the idea of experiential learning was made explicit throughout the semester. Further, this paper
seeks to explore implications of this course design within a broader context of educational application of information technologies.
Keywords: experiential learning, learning-by-doing, communication, research method, WWW, HTML
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