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Developing Digitalized Teaching Materials
Based on the Old Maps of Koyasan
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Abstract: The old maps of Koyasan are expected to play an important part in the study of the history of Koyasan, one of
the oldest centers of Japanese Buddhism. They have not been, however, so accessible for two reasons. First, most of
them are part of Koyasan’s cultural heritage and not study materials. Secondly, many of them are so large that you
cannot examine them easily. Taking photographs and digitalizing the maps through high-definition technology enable
one to examine them freely on a computer monitor, without fear of destroying cultural treasures. Thanks to digital
technology, even the layman can have access to this cultural heritage, and the whole world can have access to this
heritage through the Internet. One more advantage to digitalization must be added: the digitalized contents of the old
maps of Koyasan on the Internet need to be followed by some sort of explanation and that would encourage students to
display the results of their research about the history of Koyasan. Digitalizing is an efficient way to have access to these

historical visual materials.
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