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Database-mediated e-Learning System
for Clinical Clerkship in Medical Education
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Abstract: The Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology announced a renovation plan
for medical education in Japan in 2001. The plan advocated importance of the on-the-job training [OJT]in the university
hospitals. However, existing medical record system, either the conventional chart-based one or its online version is
suboptimal for OJT of the medical students. The students tend to have difficulty in gathering patient information and
thus their assessment remains superficial. We have developed an information system called DATA-PUK, a comprehensive
data management tool for child health care. DATA-PUK plays dual roles: First, the system offers comprehensive access
to the medical data of the patients whom the students are assigned. Second, the system serves as an information exchange
system between the medical students and their instructors. With the help of DATA-PUK system, students are now
actively participating in the diagnostic work-up and therapeutic management of the patients in our medical school.
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