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Development of an Effective CALL System
for Japanese College Students of English
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Abstract: This paper introduces a recently developed system called the Three-step Auditory Comprehension Approach
(TSACA), which was designed to improve the English proficiency of college EFL students, describing both its structure
and the results of teaching with this system. This system is a synthesis of ideas culled from systems science, theories of
learning, information theory, and a learning technique called spaced practice. This paper also addresses CALL systems
and learning efficacy. While this system was originally developed for teaching English to Japanese students effectively,
it could be applied to the teaching of any foreign language to speakers of any other language.
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When | was in Australia, one of the, uh, de-
lightful conversations | had with one of their
faculty, 1 was explaining to him what we had
been doing and he looked at me, he, and he
said,“ Bob, you are a thief.” And I, um, I kind
of thought for a few minutes and | said, “ What

38

do you mean I’'m a thief?” He said,” Well, |
knew that engineers, uh, stole from mathemat-
icians, physicists, material scientists and now
you’'re stealing from social psychologists,
organizational behavior theorists, and business
people.” And I said,“ Yes, | am a thief.” And
that’ s exactly right. That’ s what interdiscipli-
nary research is, is to learn from these fields, uh,
to bring back what you learn to the field
that you really practice in the core of and
bring that, uh, new insight into operation.
(Robert G. Bea, Univ. of California, Berkeley)
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