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Case Problem-Based Education for Creative Legal Minds
Using a Legal Knowledge Base and Debate System
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Abstract: The authors of this paper have studied the development of legal education methods for creative legal minds in
order to encourage students to perform creative legal thinking. We define* creating law” as producing legal sentences
which cannot be deduced from given legal knowledge. Our approach to education for creative legal minds comprises three
principal methods, to: (1) give students case problems that are as realistic as possible and encourage them to solve the
problems autonomously, (2) let students themselves construct a knowledge base to solve the problems using a legal
knowledge based system, and (3) let students represent the claimant and the respondent respectively in a cyber moot court,
have them produce target sentences, fact sentences and legal rule sentences to be applied in the context of the argument
about a case, write a legal memorandum to prove the target sentences from the fact and the legal rule sentences, and
perform* oral” arguments using a legal debate system. We have practiced these methods at several law schools’ courses
and confirmed that they are very useful in facilitating students’ capability to develop legal sentences creatively.
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