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Developing Fundamental Competencies for Working Persons in
Education Program Starting before College Entrance
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Abstract: Due to the rapid changes in the environment surrounding businesses and education, the development
of young working people having basic abilities commonly required in all types of jobs are keenly demanded. To
meet such demands, Shohoku College developed a novel first year experience (FYE) program starting from
February before college entrance. The program allows the students to be carrier-minded from the early stage of
college education and to set their goals they should achieve in two years; i.e., acquiring the fundamental
competencies for working persons, such as the ability to find problems for creating new values, the ability to
effectively work toward solutions of problems, and the ability of working in a team. In the program, these
abilities are comprehensively defined as interpersonal communication skills, which includes non-verbal
communication, fundamentals of Japanese speaking and writing, utilizing library and internet as learning
commons, fundamental PC skills, working in a group to find and solve problems(virtual project based learning),
and presenting the solution in teams. Assessments and enquiries were made to check the effect of the program.
Finally, e-learning was partially incorporated to establish an effective FYE program.

Keywords: First year experience, project based learning, e-learning, coordination program with upper
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