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Development of Information Literacy and Practical
Presentation Skills Required for Pharmacy Students
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Abstract: We have implemented a two unit course for 1st year pharmacy students comprising “Communication and
Information Sciences” with computer assisted exercises and “Presentation Skills” entailing students making
appropriate presentations based on small group discussion (SGD) results. In class, more than one ICT tool (e.g.,
response cards or learning management system — LMS) was utilized to promote student motivation and increase
class interactiveness. LMS was used throughout one semester for the purpose of creating questionnaires,
assigning tasks, and SGD information sharing. Additionally, group presentations were recorded and electronic files
archived to LMS. This enabled students to objectively evaluate, reflect, and polish their presentation and
communication skills. Questionnaires revealed the educational effects of the integrated course. All items
concerning computer and information literacy improved and the number of students who felt their presentations
were weak clearly decreased. These results suggest that students understood the significance of the integrated
course in acquiring information literacy and practical presentation skills. This outcome could possibly be further
explored in future courses, such as bioethics or interprofessional education.
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