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A New Approach to IT Education in Graduate School of Social Sciences
through Participating in Development of Practical System by Exploitation of XML
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Abstract: The Conventional IT (Information Technology) education in the Graduate School of Social Sciences is “ Word and Excel
training” . The conventional approach is insufficient, however, because the students do not learn (1) how to find a real world
problem, and (2) how to apply IT to resolve that problem. To achieve these goals, this paper proposes a participation approach in the
development of practical systems. In the course adopting this approach, social science students develop a real application system on
their own using the eXtensible Markup Language (XML) and the eXtensible Stylesheet Language (XSLT). XML and XSLT are easy
to understand even for a student who has no programming skill. With this course, the students can learn the impact of IT and the

importance of business process re-engineering through system implementation.
Keywords: information technology, XML, XSLT, course of study, Social Sciences, Graduate School
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