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Learner Corpus and the Computerized Teaching Assistant
in Chat Sessions for Learning English
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Abstract: This paper describes the system of free online chat software called Language Education Chat System (LECS),
which was developed for the benefit of English learners, teachers, and second language acquisition (SLA) researchers.
Learners work in groups and simultaneously respond each other. Their teacher monitors the sessions and gives prompt
feedback as well. All the written messages are stored in the database to build a learner corpus that offers linguistic
samples to teachers who then can look for common errors worth mentioning in the class. It is also useful for
researchers and textbook writers who can investigate familiar topics and typical ways of interaction among certain
groups of learners. The system is based on SLA theories: learners may notice the gap between their interlanguage and
English, test a hypothesis about comprehensibility or proper expressions, and internalize linguistic knowledge. To
ensure this learning process, teachers can set a computerized teaching assistant to respond to errors, questions, and
answers that were often made in the previous chat sessions. Useful research tools of word frequency and collocation
lists combined with user-friendly layout make LECS popular software in Japan and abroad.
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you ever listened to any of her songs?0 [0 O [
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4 ICHIRO: Good! What is your hobby, JIRO?

5 CTA: I like playing baseball. 1 am a fan of the
Yokohama Bay Stars. | wish Dai Majin were
still playing in the team. Are you interested in
baseball? >ICHIRO

9 JIRO: I like soccer. What your hobby? ICHIRO

10 ICHIRO: Yes, | like Bay Stars too. Who is your
favorite player, CTA?

11 CTA: | play soccer myself and admire Hide
Nakata. He is a genius! I think he is one of the
best midfielders. >ICHIRO

13 T: ICHIRO, I like Yokohama Bay Stars, too. Do
you think they will win the national championship
this year?

14 JIRO: Hi, SABURO. 1 like soccer, too. What
team do you like?

15 ICHIRO: Yes, of course. | believe.

16 ICHIRO: I like Juventus, becouse this team is

allways win, aren't you, JIRO?
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