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ERRMarker: A Web-based Method of Developing Self-correction Strategies
for Independent EFL Writers
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Abstract: The goal of writing courses is to help students develop both writing skills and strategies for self-correction]

Many EFL learners can become too passive and dependent on instructor feedback if error correction is too direct and
teacher-centered. The authors explore a method of addressing this problem through providing semi-direct teacher
feedback on student writing using the Web and a database to facilitate autonomous learning. The ERRMarker system,
developed in 2004 by the authors, allows the instructor to highlight the location and type of error in various colors. This
semi-direct error correction system is realized by tagging the target vocabulary or sentences. The errors are displayed in
different colors on Web-based style sheets corresponding to such error types as spelling, punctuation, word choice,
conjunctions, tense, agreement, etc. The colorful responses also constitute an important source for students’ error
archives. Retrieved from the database, the number, types and tendencies of individual errors as well as the class total of
errors are displayed on the Web. This paper will demonstrate how the ERRMarker system can be implemented for

pedagogical purposes to increase student autonomy[
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Before | started to search *miss*this *sp™tame*eom™, | had thought that Sydney is the
most *form**population™eom™ in Australia. Because Sydney is known to many people,

and it *voice™was hold**eom™ the Olympics bgfore. As “miss™expected, Sydney is the most
#form*population™eom™ in Australia. But to rise, Canberra which is the

capital city in Australia is the sixth *un*most po| in Australia*“eom®,
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Before | started to search # this tame, | had thought that Sydney is the
most [IEMIEEN in Australia. Because Sydney is known to many people,
and it [HESIRBH the Olympics before. As ./expected, Sydney is the most
[IEEE in Australia. But to my surprise, Canberra which is the

capital city in Australia is the sixth mest-pepulationin-Australia.
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Mechanics: spelling, capitalization, punctuation
Vocabulary: word choice, word form, preposition,
phrasal verb, word missing

Grammar: article, tense, agreement, verb form, oun
count

Structure: structure, word order, combine, division,
conjunction, unnecessary parts

Expression: expression, voice, redundancy

Focus: content
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