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Multimedia Teaching to Raise Foreign Language Teaching Efficiency
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Abstract: This article is about an ongoing e-learning project at Seikei University in Tokyo, in collaboration with a
professor of Nanzan University in Nagoya. The project is conducted as a blended learning course: the students attend a
regular German language course conducted by a Japanese professor. During class, a German native instructor is present
via Internet video link. The instructors are also making use of a digitalized form of the textbook, so they are able to
present different versions of the students’ input and make instant corrections of their answers. In addition to classroom
work, the students are required to attend a self-learning course modeled along the classroom course curriculum. In this
online segment, the students can train their reading, listening and writing abilities. Furthermore, it serves as a student
discussion forum about topics concerning Germany. This discussion module is seen as an important chance to train
social skills, which are required in vocational contexts. The third way to interact with the students are face-to-face
lessons, which are made possible through a video conference software. Surveys which were conducted among the
participants show an overall satisfaction with this kind of blended learning course environment.
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