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Development of a Interdisciplinary Web-based Problem-based Learning
System to Support Self-directed Learning
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AbstractThe purpose of the Problem-Based Learning (PBL) in Showa University interdisciplinary medical group (IMG) is
that PBL tutorials are to lead a self-initiative of students to think critically and analytically, and to find and explain
appropriatelearning resources. However, IMG -PBL execution had several obstacles. One is the location of each campus.
Each facility is separated by distances of up to 100 km. Another is that physicians and other medical staff as facilitators are
constrained by time. Therefore we established the IMG -PBL supporting system mediated by Web-based access through the
Internet. The Web-Based IMG -PBL system permitted that students and facilitators to keep in communication using this
system any time and any day. As a result, the communication, problem-solving, and self-directed learning skill were
activated in all students. This report presents the outline of our system to manage tutorial education for the large-scale
IMG -PBL and the effect of the new PBL supporting system.
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