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Development of ERP Software for Virtual Business Experience Practice
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Abstract: In this paper, we will discuss our ERP (Enterprise Resource Planning) system, an educational system that we
developed for learning wholesale trade. Used in class, it is expected to enable students to understand the system of business
processes and cash flow. Commercially available ERP software is mainly designed for business use. Due to its high price and
complexity, it is not very practical as an educational tool. Therefore, we decided to develop an original ERP program on our
own by using the macro-function of Excel and Access. We cut down and simplified the functions and made it more suitable for
classroom use. We tried out the program in one of our undergraduate courses. The students were divided into groups and they
had to compete to be the most successful and profitable beverage wholesaler. Using the software, the students went through
general business practices like placing and accepting orders, managing inventory and controlling fund, etc. According to the
questionnaire administered at the end of the course, we gained positive effects: the students, who were inexperienced in
business, learned general business processes and the importance of efficient stock control and fund administration. Also as the

students competed in groups, their motivation and participation in class were greatly improved.
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