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Comprehensive Chinese Language e-Learning Course “U#” (You)

for Autonomous Learning
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Abstract: With the recent rise in demand for Chinese-speaking college graduates, the number of students who
take Chinese language courses has been increasing in general education courses at universities. The goal of
the students to acquire communication skills, however, has not been sufficiently achieved because of linguistic
features of Chinese, interference from the mother tongue, and limited class hours given to any language
courses. To resolve these issues, we introduced in 2009 a versatile e-learning system called “J#” which
ensures students to acquire basic skills and to develop communication skills in a relatively short time. “¥”
instrucs: (1) through the use of visuals accurate phonetic education based on the Chinese linguistic features; (2)
integrates seamlessly grammar studies and phonetic instructions; (3) personalizes instruction for individual
students by synchronizing web-materials and in-class instructions; and (4) provides exercises that respond to
individual learning needs and circumstances, thereby fostering autonomous learning, in which learners
recognize and engage proactively in their learning process. This article describes the features of “i#” and

reports on some of the outcomes of the instruction program that has used this learning system.
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