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Abstract: The authors developed two web-based materials powered by Adobe Flash to improve learners' basic
English communication skills: 1) reading rate in words per minute (wpm) and reading efficiency (wpm
weighted by comprehension rate), and 2) bottom-up listening skills for the TOEIC test. We report our efforts
and innovations in developing the two e-learning materials, and discuss the learning outcomes of chunk-based
reading aloud and shadowing training. The classroom practices using the two web materials were conducted
among different classes. Statistical analyses of the pretest and the posttest were conducted for the two types of
classroom instructions. The results show significant improvements in students’ reading comprehension
(p<0.001, Effect Size r=0.56), reading rate in wpm (p<0.05, Effect Size r=0.33), and reading efficiency (p<0.001,
Effect Size r=0.58) for the material 1 group. The results of the questionnaire also show a statistically significant
favorable change in their strategic use of chunk-based reading (p<0.05, Effect Size r=0.32). Further research
broken down by two different proficiency levels also demonstrates a similar outcome in the reading efficiency
for both levels. Furthermore, the results from the Material 2 group show significant improvements in dictation
tasks (higher class, p<0.001, Effect Size r=0.73; lower class, p<0.001, Effect Size r=0.69). Also, according to the
questionnaire, approximately 80% of students thought the class was interesting and satisfying, and found the

material to be useful.
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At one point in their lives, most people have probably dreamed of

producing a beautiful sound ™

Producing such

sounds from the very beginning, however, i;diffi:ult. It usually requires
some physical skill to play an instrument. For example, we have to hit
something, pluck a string or blow down a tube. That's why most people :
who try to master an instrument give up soon after they learn to play do, re

and mi. 3l
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Reading in Chunks!

GOLD

At one point in their lives, most people have probably

producing a beautiful sound from a musical instrument.

sounds from the very beginning, is difficult. It usually re
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(A) The women are dancing in the studio.
(B) The women are going on a hike.

(C) The women are performing on stage.
(D) The women are marching in a band.
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When can | visit your new house?

(A) We chose a new house downtown.

(B) How about some time early next year?
(C) 10ve missed your old house.
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You won't want to miss

the music festival

on Saturday,

July 20th.

It'll be held

in Fraser Park,

starting at 10 a.m.

and finishing at 6 p.m.

We’'ll have live bands playing.
There’ll be plenty of

delicious food and drink.
We’'ll be holding competitions,
so you’ll have the chance

to win some fantastic prizes.

See you there!
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o TRRgRErgagEE g delivered tomorrow. /

o CING I3y (buy them on the Internet.

o I like buying books online, ++*x+sx+sxsx done it.
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